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International Conference
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Government of Karnataka
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1. Background and Purpose

The Global Youth Summit 2025 was a landmark initiative organized to create
a powerful platform for young leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, and
changemakers from across India and select international regions.This aimed
to amplify the role of youth in policy, innovation. peacebuilding, and
entreprenesurship.

With the theme “YOUTH POWER, INNOVATE INSPIRE AND IMPACT" the
summit fostered intercultural exchange, policy dialogue, knowledge sharing
and innovation-led collaboration. The summit was conceived as an avenue to:
« Encourage meaningful youth participation in national development
initiatives.
» Expose Indian youth to global best practices and leadership
paradigms.
« Promote cross-sectoral and international partnerships led by youth.
« Identify and nurture youth-driven solutions to challenges in climate
change, public health, inclusive development, and peacebuilding.

Z. Participation Overview
The summit witnessed over 650 youth delegates and speakers, representing
a rich blend of academic institutions, NGOs, government bodies, and startups.'
A unique blend of local and global participation brought vibrancy to all
interactions. '

« Total Delegates: 650+

+« Countries Represented: India, Sri Lanka, Thalland, Ghana, Russia

« Sectors Involved:
o NSS Units from [ various universities
o Higher Education Institutions
= Grassroots NGOs
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o Startup and entrepreneurship ecosystems
e Health and Technology Innovators
o 93 International delegates
« Experts & Dignitaries: 20+ eminent speakers from academiia, policy,
social impact, and industry.
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Figure 1:(L-R) Dr Guthigar Convenor Press and media Global youth
2025 Dr Nagaraj Shet Assistant Medical Superintendent, Shri
Pradeep D'Souza Assistant Director Youth Empowerment and
Sports Department, Dakshina Kannada District Dr Ashwini
Shetty Director ,Directorate of extension and outreach

Yenepoya University




3. Pre-Summit Activities (4th June 2025)

To ensure delegates began their summit experience with a spirit of
collaboration, the pre-summit day was filled with interactive and welcoming
activities:

+ Arrival and Check-in: Delegates were warmly received and guided to
their respective accommodations.

» Lunch at Place of Stay: Provided to ensure comfort and nutrition before
the sessions.

+ Ice-Breaking Session: By Dr Ashwinl shetty Facilitated interactive
group activities, and cultural introductions that encouraged networking
across states and countries.

- Group Dinner: A casual gathering allowing informal engagement among
delegates, resource persons, and organizing team members.

F.igure_ 2: To ensure delegates began their summit experience with a r

spirit of collaboration, the pre-summit day was filled with
interactive and welcoming activities ,




4. Day 1 - 5th June 2025

4.1 Poster Presentation: "Idea Verse — Youth Innovations for a New
India”

This segment featured over 63 youth-led projects displaved through
posters, ranging from:

IFigurE 3: Poster Presentation: “Idea Verse — Youth Innovations for a New

Piiblic Health Interventions

Climate Resilience Models

Women-led Rural Enterprises

Digital Literacy Innovations

These exhibits not only reflected innovation but also demonstrated real-
world applicability and alignment with national development goals.
Outstanding best 5 posters were given awards during the valedictory
programme The posters were evaluated by the judges (PhD holders
with the research background from various institutions)
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4.2 Inaugural Ceremony

The summit was officially inaugurated by Hon'ble Minister Shri Dinesh Gundu
Rao, Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Government of Karnataka. His
inspiring speech stressed the pivotal role of youth in building a healthier and
maore equitable India




Distinguished Guests Prasent:

Dr. Yenepoya Abdulla Kunhi, Chancellor, Yenepova University presided
the function. Dr. Kunhi warmly welcomed the delegates and shared
Yenepoya's commitment to fostering research, innovation, and youth-
driven social initiatives. He emphasized that educational institutions
must go beyond academics to cultivate future-ready leaders and solution-
oriented thinkers.

Dr. M. Vijayakumar, Vice Chancellor, Yenepoya University in his keynote
address Dr. Vijayakumar stressed the need for youth to take proactive
roles int solving community problems. He highlighted the university's role
as an enabler of entrepreneurial, scientific, and civic capacities through
incubation centers, outreach, and international collaborations.

Mr. Chetan, IPS, Commissioner, Department of Youth Empowerment &
Sports.Mr. Chetan commended the Department's collaboration with
Yenepoya University and reiterated the state government's support {or
youth empowerment initiatives, He encouraged participants to use the
summit as a stepping stone for larger contributions in public policy, social
enterprise, and sustainable development.

shared insights on interdisciplinary learning and the need for youth to
develop both technical skills and human values.

Figure 4: The summit was officially inangurated by Hon'ble Minister Shr
Dinesh Gundu Rao, Minister for Health and Family Welfare,
Government of Karnataka His inspiring speech stressed the pivotal
role of youth in building a heaithier and more equitable India |




Dr. Sripathi Rao, Pro-Vice Chancellor He applauded the summit's diverse
themes covering health. governance, peacebuilding, and environmental
action
« Dr. Prathap Lingaiah, State NSS Officer gave overview on the programme
Dr. K.5. Gangadhara Somayaji, Registrar Shri Abhay Chandra jain, Former
MLA
+» District Administrative Representative
« Dr. Ashwini Shetty, Organising Secretary & State NS5 Coordinator Dr.
Shetty proposed vote of thanks. She stressed that the summit is not
merely an event but a youth movement that will spark follow-up actions,
collaborations, and innovations across Karnataka and beyond.
Their presence and remarks significantly enhanced the credibility and energy
of the summit

5. Key Thematic Sessions - Day 1 {June 5, 2025)

The Day 1 thematic sessions of the Global Youth Summit 2025 set a
transformative tone for the summit, bringing topether thought leaders and
practitioners who are driving real change through youth-led innovation and
grassroots initiatives. Each session sparked meaningful dialogue and equipped
delegates with actionable insights aligned with the summit's core theme:

“Youth Innovations for a New India.”

5.1 Sodial Entrepreneurship and Innovation

Figure 5: Mr. Suchith Sindhe, an inspiring youth entreprensur and advocate for
sustainable agriculture, opened the thematic sessions with a powerful
address on the role of social entrepreneurship in shaping
a restlient and inclusive economy.




Speaker: Mr. Suchith Sindhe, Founder - Organic Microgreens Pvt. Ltd.,
Commonwealth Award Winner

Mr. Suchith Sindhe, an inspiring vouth entrepreneur and advocate for
sustainable agriculture, opened the thematic sessions with a powerful address
on the role of social entrepreneurship in shaping a resilient and inclusive
economy. Drawing from his personal journey of building an award-winning
agribusiness, he highlighted how youth-led enterprises can generate
employment, address food insecurity, and promote environmental
sustainability.

Key Takeaways:

« Agribusiness offers a scalable model for both urban and rural youth.

« Social enterprises can fill critical gaps in supply chains and empower
local communities.

« Governmentschemesand incubators must prioritize youth-run ventures,
especially in sustainable farming and food tech.

Mr, Sindhe also showcased success stories of voung entreprenetirs mentored
under his initiative, emphasizing that with the right suppori,
entrepreneurship can be an effective tool for social change.

5.2 Green India: Youth-led Climate Action

Speaker: Dr. Anil Kumar, Assistant Professor, National Institute of Technology,
Calicut

Addressing the pressing climate emergency, Dr. Anil Kumar delivered a
eompelling session on how youth ean take the lead in building a greener
India. He emphasized the importance of climate literacy among students and
volunteers and called for urgent, community-based actions that can help
mitigate the environmental crisis.




Figure 6: Dr. Anil Kumar delivered a compelling session on how
youth can take the lead in building a greener India.

Key Highlights:

« Strategies to achieve carbon neutrality at the institutional and
community level.

» Youth-led tree plantation drives, climate clubs, and eco-sustainable
innovations.

« Integration of climate education into NSS and school/college
curriculums,

Dr. Kumar applauded the efforts of grassroots volunteers invelved in beach
clean-ups, waste management, and biodiversity preservation and urged youth
to become climate ambassadors in their localities.

5.3 Empowering Rural Youth for Inclusive Development
Speaker: Mr. Kunal, Rural Development Practitioner & Policy Consultant

Mr. Kunal's session focused on bridging the urban-rural development gap
through innovation, skill-building, and inclusive policies. With extensive
experience in working with underserved communities, he emphasized the need




to equip rural youth with digital and entrepreneurial skills to participate
in India’s growth story.
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Figure 7: Mr. Kunal's session focused on bridging the urban-rural
development gap through innovation, skill-building, and
inclusive policies. With extensive experience in working with
underserved communities, he emphasized the need to equip
rural vouth with digital and entrepreneurial skills to
participate in Indla's growth story.

Core Focus Areas:

- Establishing grassroots innovation hubs in rural areas through
partnerships with universities and NGOs.

« Promoting digital literacy, e-commerce, and mobile-based learning
platforms.

+ Scaling women-led Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to build financial
independence and leadership skills.

Mr. Kunal showcased real-life case studies from Karnataka and North-East
India where youth transformed their villages through technology,




agriculture, and community leadership, demonstrating how decentralized
models of development can be both Inclusive and effective.These three
keynote sessions collectively set the foundation for a powerful summit
narrative — placing youth at the center of sostainable development,
economic resilience, and climate justice. Each session concluded with
engaging Q&A rounds, where delegates shared their perspectives and
committed to replicating ideas within their communities.

5. Panel Discussion 1: Youth and Community Leadership
Panelists:

« Dr. Chinuu Kwatra (India) — Youth humanitarian, Khushiyaan
Foundation-working on environment beach cleaning plastic recycling
« Ms, Jarinya Krittikan (Thailand) — Volunteer Spirit Association
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Figure 8:(L-R): Panel Discussion 1: Youth and Cemmunity
Leadership




Discussion Highlights:

« Models of volunteer-driven community transformation
« The digital revolution in community organizing
« Engaging youth in disaster response and health outreach

Qutcome: Sparked interest among youth leaders to launch similar local
initiatives and document replicable models of community impact.

6. Campus Tour and Cultural Evening
Deleoates visited:

« Yenepoya Technology Incubator
» Simulation & Skill Labs
+ Advanced Medical Research Centers

The evening concluded with a multicultural gala where students from across
India and foreign delegates showcased their regional music and dance
traditions. lt fostered cultural unity and mutual appreciation.

7.Day 2 - 6th June 2025
7.1 Thematic Knowledge Sessions
Day 2: Thematic Knowledge Sessions - Detailed Report

Date: 6th June 2025

Venue: Yenepoya (Deemed to be University), Mangaluru

Organized by: Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports, Government
of Karnataka

Theme; Empowering Youth for Sustainable Development, Innovation, and
Global Leadership.




1. Youth in Governance and Policy Making

Speaker: Mr. R.M.V. Milinda Rajapaksha [Sri Lanka)
Position: Presidential Spokesperson and Political Youth Leader, Sri Lanka

Mr. Rajapaksha brought in a compelling international perspective on the
critical need for youth invelvement in governance and political
processes. Drawing upon his own journey in political communication and
grassroots maobilization in Sri Lanka, he emphasized the necessity of engaging
young people beyond electoral cycles.

Figure 9: Mr. RM.V. Milinda Rajapaksha brought in a compelling
international perspective on the critical need for youth
involvement in governance and political processes.

Key Points Discussed:

Electoral Literacy and Participation: He emphasized the role of youth
in ensuring clean, informed, and inclusive elections by becoming not
just voters but alse watchdogs and mobilizers of democracy.

Youth Councils and Pelicy Forums: Citing best practices from Sri
Lanka and South Asia, he encouraged the formation of state-supported
vouth parfiiaments and policy internships in government departments.




- Bridging Generational Gaps: Mr. Rajapaksha discussed how youth
need notwait for leadership roles to influence change—they can work
as policy researchers, communicators, and civil sociefy advocates.

Takeaway: Youth must be trained in political literacy, dialogue facilitation,
and public accountability. Karnataka can pioneer district-level youth
governance forums that mirror this model.

2. Building a Healthy Nation: Youth and Public Health
Speaker: Aravind S, Public Health Educator, Tatvam Institute

This session addressed the urgerit need to engage youth as frontline health
advocates, especially in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic and rising
mental health challenges among students,
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Figure 10: Aravind S., Puhh{: Health Educator, Tatvam Institute. This
session addressed the urgent need to engage youth as
frontline health advocates,

Focus Areas:

+ Preventive Healthcare Awareness: Aravind emphasized low-cost
interventions like community health screenings, menstrual hygiene
awareness, and nutritional education.




« Digital Mental Wellness: Youth-specific platforms and mobile apps
were presented that offer anonymous, culturally relevant support for
anxiety, depression, and exam siress.

« Youth Health Ambassaders: The concept of peer-to-peer health
champiens was promoted, encouraging trained students to lead
wellness initiatives in their own Institutions.

Takeaway: Public health must be integrated into NS5 and NYK activities, with
yvouth trained not only as beneficiaries but as health educators and change
catalysts.

4. From Students to Startup Leaders
Speaker: Mr. Asim, CEOQ, Yenepoya Technology Incubation Centre (YTIC]

Mr. Asim's session was both inspirational and practical. mapping the
journey of a student with a raw idea to becoming a startup founder
supported by institutional ecosystems.

. _[:"igure 11: Mr. Asim’s session was both inspiraﬁﬁnal an{-l-pracﬁcai
mapping the journey of a student with a raw idea to becoming
a startup founder supported by institutional ecosystems.




Key Insights:

« Ideation to Prototyping: He stressed the need to identify real-world
problems, validate them with user feedback, and build prototypes with
minimal investment.

+ Incubation and Mentorship: The YTIC model was explained, detailing
how student startups receive workspace, legal support, financial
literacy, and mentorship under one roof.

+ Funding Avenues: A walkthrough was given on securing early-stage
grants, participating in pitch competitions, and understanding seed
investment basics.

Real-World Impact: Several NS5 youth showed interest in submitting their
innovations to the upcoming university hackathons and incubation calls.

Takeaway: Entrepreneurial leadership can be cultivated at the
undergraduate level through structured mentorship, peer networking, and
exposure to startup ecosystems.

Overall Reflections on Thematic Sessions:

These sessions collectively advanced the summit's objective of building an
empowered, informed, and innovation-driven youth force. By covering
governance, technology, health, and entrepreneurship, Day 2 sessions offered
holistic insights into shaping youth as nation-builders with a global
mindset.

8. Panel Discussion 2: International Youth Cellaboration

Theme: Bridging Borders: Strengthening Youth Collaboration for a Shared
Future

Date: 6th June 2025

Session Objective:

To explore avenues of international collaboration among youth towards
achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), promoting intercultural
understanding, and leveraging digital tools for global impact.




Figure 12:(L-R): Panel Discussion 2: International Youth
Collaboration

Panelists:

+ Mr. William Gordon Acquah - Director, International Cultural Youth
Exchange (ICYE), Ghana

« Dr. Devin Dangolle — Medical Doctor and Advisor, National Youth
Services Council (NYSC), Sri Lanka

+ Ms. Leila Badalova — Youth Motivational Speaker, Russia

Session Highlights:

This panel brought together thought leaders and practitioners from Afrieca,
South Asia, and Eastern Europe to deliberate on how youth can be central
actors in cross-border cooperation. Moderated by the organizing committee,
the discussion began with the recognition that the world is more
interconnected than ever, and youth have a unique opportunity to become
global change-makers through strategic collaboration.




Key Discussion Points:

1. Global South Solidarity:

Mr. William Acquah stressed the importance of partnerships among
developing countries in the Global South. He presented successful youth
exchange initiatives that linked Ghanaian volunteers with Indian and
Thai organizations for rural development, social entrepreneurship, and
environmental conservation. His proposal for a "South-South Youth
Innovation Fellowship” was widely appreciated.

. Youth Diplomacy and Cultural Exchange:

Dr. Devin Dangolle emphasized how Sri Lanka has built strong youth
councils and leadership academies that prepare voung people to
participate in international policy forums and peace missions. He called
for mutual eultural exchange programs where Indian and Sri Lankan
students could work together on coastal conservation and disaster
preparedness.

. Digital Platforms for Collaboration:

Ms. Leila Badalova focused on the use of Al, social media, and virtual
mentorship to enhance transnational youth engagement. She
encouraged the adoption of tools such as collaborative apps, online
incubators, and remote training to connect young innovators across
borders, especially in undersarved regions.

Intercultural Understanding as a Peacebuilding Tool:

All panelists agreed that fostering empathy, intercultural literacy,
and global citizenship is critical. Leila shared her personal journey
working in post-conflict communities and how storytelling can
dismantle stereotypes.

Outcome & Proposals:

A roadmap for Global South Youth Partnership was proposed,
focusing on climate resilience, entrepreneurship, and education.

The panel encouraged setting up a Youth SDG Innovation Pertal to
share best practices and co-develop solutions.

Proposal to initiate India-Ghana-Sri Lanka-Russia Youth Labs under
institutional MoUs.




9. Panel Discussion 3: Youth Innovation in Peacebuilding

Theme: From Conflict to Collaboration — Redefining Peacebuilding Through
Youth Leadership

Date: 6th June 2025

Objective:

To engage academic thinkers and youth activists in a conversation about
youth-led peacebuilding, conflict resplution, and cultural harmony initiatives,
both at the grassroots and policy levels.

Figure 13:(L-R): Panel Discussion 3: Youth Innovation in
Peacebuilding

Panelists:

« Nadoja Dr. Woodey P Krishna - Gandhian Thinker and Scholar

- Prof. 5Y. Surendra Kumar - Professaor, Department of Political
Science, Bangalore University

« Prof. lllias Hussain - Senior Faculty, MG University, Kottayam

« Dr.KM. Ziyauddin — Associate Professor and Head, Maulana Azad
National Urdu University (MANUU), Hyderabad




10. A Life Dedicated to Environmental Prevention

Speaker: Dr. Chinnu Kwatra

R
A

i-;igrure 14: A Life Dedicated to Environmental Prevention

Session Highlights:

This intellectual session served as a convergence of academic insight and field
experience, focusing on how the principles of non-violence, dialogue, and
cultural inclusivity can be embedded into youth programs and educational
institutions.

Key Insights:

1. Gandhian Philosophy in Modern Peacebuilding:
Dr. Krishna highlighted the continued relevance of Gandhian values of
Satyagraha and non-violence in modern youth movements. He
emphasized that peace is not just the absence of conflict but the
presence of justice and inclusion. His call for youth to become "Peace
Innovators” was met with overwhelming applause.

2. Education as a Tool for Harmony:
Prof. S.Y. Surendra Kumar presented models from Bangalore University
where peace education has been integrated into coursework. He
suggested the introduction of "Peace Literacy Modules" inall higher




education institutions in Karnataka to sensitize stuidents to issues of
caste, religion, and regional Identity.

. Grassroots Dialogue Platforms:

Prof. lllias Hussain shared and encouraged partnerships between
universities and NGOs to implement these initiatives in training of peace
modules at rural areas.

Youth Clubs as Peace Hubs:

Dr. Zivauddin proposed the idea of setting up "Youth Peace Circles” in
universities and colleges. These circles would serve as safe spaces
where students from diverse backgrounds engage in structured
dialogue, cultural exchange, and joint community service projects.

Outcome & Recommendations:

Adoption of Youth Peace Circles across all universities in Karnataka as
a pilot project under the Department of Youth Empowerment & Sports.
Recommendation to include Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution as
an NSS elective.

Proposal for an annual Youth Peace Conclave hosted by Yenepoya
University, focusing on interfaith and intercultural harmony.

Conclusion:

Both panels underscored that youth are not only beneficiaries but also
architects of peaceful and collaborative futures. The discussions translated
into actionable frameworks, institutional proposals, and international bridges,
aligning with Karnataka's vision for youth-led innovation and global leadership.

11. Cultural Gala and Valedictory Dinner

The final evening was a celebration of youth selidarity, with performances
representing Karnataka's folk traditions, African tribal beats, Russian folk
dance, and South Indian classical forms. Delegates departed with a renewed
commitment to collaborative change-making.







Figure 14: Cultural Gala

12. Key Outcomes and Legacy

+ Youth Innovation Handbook: Poster abstracts and session learnings
are being compiled into a publication.

+ Networking and Collaboration: International delegations agreed to
pilot jeint youth initiatives and digital internships. _

« Policy Advocacy: Recommendations from all sessions are being shared
with the Department for inclusion in Karnataka's revised Youth Policy.

+ [Institutionalization: Proposal to make this summit an annual South
Asia Youth Dialogue hosted at Yenepova.
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14. Student Interaction with the Panelists and Resource Persons
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YouTube Live Stream

Day
Inaugural Event- 04 June
2025

Link
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Day 2 - 06 June 2023

htips://www. youtube.com/watch2v=YbsAOBdUige

Prepared by:

Dr Ashwini Shetty
Organising Secretary
Global Youth Summit 2025




